Serial No. 09/758,91 1 Filed: January 10, 2001 

Preliminary Amendment and Request for Continued Examination 

Response filed Attorney Ref. 1 3522/43 (99688) 

Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listing of the claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for providing an improved interface to a caller 
during the-initiation of a V oice o ver I nternet P rotocol call , the method comprising: 

requesting information about a party to be called from a protocol server ; 

receiving a Universal Resource Locator in response to the request from the 
protocol server; and 

roc o iving, from th o call o r, a requ e st for information r e garding a party to be call e d; 
returning a URL r o sponsivo to said r e qu e st, whor o in said act of returning said 
URL compris e s: 

transmitting th e URL to a mapping service utilizing a protocol similar to DNS; 

displaying to sai4 the caller one or more connection options corresponding to 
ssM-, wherein displaying the one or more connection options includes accessing a first 
web page at the Universal Resource Locator and interacting through the first web page 
with a second web page displayed to the party to be called, wherein the first web page 
includes the one or more connection options.? 

r e ceiving a s e lection of at least one of said one or more connection options; 

providing said URL to a protocol s e rver; placing a call r e sponsive to said 
rece i ving at least one sel e cted connection options by e nt e ring a phone numb e r; 

routing the e ntered phone numb e r to the protocol serv e r; and 

routing a session requ e st corr e sponding to said on e or more conn e ction options 
to th e protocol s e n/ e r. 
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Claims 2-9. (Canceled) 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein said act of displaying the te 
said call e r one or more connection options corr e sponding to said URL f urther includes 
th o act of accessing the first web page s aid UR L through a-the protocol server. 

1 1 . (Canceled) 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein sa4d-the one or more 
connection options are encoded using Session Initiation Protocol S IP. 

1 3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein sai4-the one or more 
connection options nnrrnspond to a us e r's are also modified based on an identity of the 
caller . 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein said-the one or more 
connection options correspond to a usef^phone number of the party to be called . 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein disolavinq the one or more 
connection options includes modifying the said-one or more connection options 
cnrrnnpond to a user's based on a location of the party to be called, wherein the location 
is determined bv a presence server . 



Page 4 of 19 



Serial No. 09/758,91 1 Filed: January 10, 2001 

Preliminary Amendment and Request for Continued Examination 

Response filed Attorney Ref. 1 3522/43 (99688) 



16. (Currently Annended) The nnethod of clainn 1 , wherein displaying the connection 
options includes using group scheduling software to determine an appointment 
schedule of a called party and modifying the said-one or more connection options based 
on the appointment cbrrospond to a us e r's schedule of the called party . 

Claims 17-22. (Canceled) 

23. (Currently Amended) A deyice fef-to provideifi§ an improy e d interface to a caller 
during the-initiation of a Vo ice oyer I nternet P rotocol call , the device comprising 
machine-readable media and a programmed processor, wherein the machine-readable 
media includes instructions executable with the programmed processor to comprising : 

m o ans for rocoiying, from tho call e r, recejye a first request for information 
regarding about a party to be called , wherein the first reouest includes a user identifier 
to identify the party to be called ; 

recejye a Uniyersal Resource Locator corresponding to the user identifier from a 
mapping seryice: 

moanc for returning a return the U niyersal R esource L ocator r o sponsiy o to said 
in response to the first request , whoroin said moans of r e turning said URL comprises: 

roqu o sting th e URL from a mapping s e ryico utilizing a protocol similar to DNS; 

mo ans f o r d i splaying to said call e r on o or mor e connoction options corresponding 
to said URL; 
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moans for rec e iving determine a location of the party to be called based on a 
presence server; 

a soloction of at least ono of said modify one or more connection options based 
on the location of the party ; and 

generate a web page, the web page including the one or more connection 
options; 

transmit the web page in response to a second reguest addressed to the 
Universal Resource Locator 

m o ans for providing said URL to a protocol s e rver; 

moans for placing a call responsive to said r e ceiving at l o aot ono selected 
conn e ction options by entering a phon e numb e r; 

moans for routing th e ont o r o d phon e numb e r to tho protocol server; and 

m o ans for routing a s e ssion requ e st corresponding to said on e or more 
connection options to the protocol s e rv e r . 

24-33. (Canceled) 

34. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 23, wherein said-the one or more 
connection options are encoded using SVP- Session Initiation Protocol . 

35. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 23, wherein said-the one or more 
connection options are also modified based on an correspond to a us e r's identity of the 
caller . 
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36. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 23, wherein sai4-the one or more 
connection options correspond to a user's phone number of the party to be called . 

37. (Canceled) 

38. ( Currently Amended ) The device of claim 23, wherein saM-the one or more 
connection options correspond to a yserVschedule of the party to be called . 

39. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 23, wherein said one or more 
connection options are modified by group scheduling software to correspond to a 
particular user's schedule of the party to be called . 

Claims 40-44. (Canceled) 

45. (Currently Amended) A computer program storage device readable medium 
encoded with computer executable by a machine, tangibly embodying a program of 
instructions , wherein the computer executable instructions when executed are operable 
to ox o cutablo by the machin e to perform a method for providing an improved VoIP call 
initiation int e rfac e , said method comprising : 

receive rec e iving, from th e call e r, a first request for i nformation r e garding 
including an identifier of a party to be called over Voice over Internet Protocol : 
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request from a mapping service a Universal Resource Locator associated with 

the identifier of the party to be called: 

returning a URL responsive the Universal Resource Locator in response to ssM 

the first request ;, whor o in said act of returning said URL comprises: 

roquosting th e URL from a mapping sorvic o utilizing a protocol similar to DNS; 
receive a second request issued to the Universal Resource Locator: 
determine a location of the oartv to be called from a presence server: 
a sol o ction of at i o ast one of said rpodify one or more connection options based 

on the location of the party : 

generate a web page, wherein the web page includes the one or more 

connection options: and 

return the web page in response to the second request- 
displaying to said caller on o or mor e connoction options corr o sponding to said 

yp^[_; 

s olo cting at I o ast on o of said ono or mor o conn o ction option s ; 
providing said URL to a protocol serv e r; 

placing a call rosponsivo to said r e ceiving at least on o s o l o ct o d conn o ction 
options by ent e ring a phon o number; 

routing th o o ntorod phon o numb e r to tho protocol s o rv o r; and 

routing a session roqu o st corrosponding to said ono or moro conn e ction options 



Claims 46-55. (Canceled) 
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56. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium deviee-of claim 45, 
wherein saM-the one or more connection options are encoded using Session Initiation 
Protocol SJ^. 

57. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium deviee-of claim 45, 
wherein said-the one or more connection options correspond to a user's are also 
modified based on an identity of the caller . 

58. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium devtee-of claim 45, 
wherein e n iH nn n nr mnr n nnnn n ntinn options t he identifier of the party to be called 
includes corrospond to a yser^phone number of the party to be called . 

59. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium devi€e-of claim 45, 
wherein said-the one or more connection options corroopond to are also modified based 
on a us e r's location of the party to be called . 

60. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium devtee-of claim 45, 
wherein said t he one or more connection options corrospond to are also modified based 
on a us e r's schedule of the party to be called . 
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61. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium deviee-of claim 45, 
wherein saM-the one or more connection options are modified by group scheduling 
software to correspond to a particular us e r's schedule of the party to be called . 



Claims 62-87. (Canceled) 
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